



There is an old gospel hymn that we frequently sang when I was a child, which goes something like this: 
This world is not my home, I'm just a 'passing through, 
If heaven's not my home then, Lord, what will I do? 
The angels beckon me through heaven's open door 
And I don't feel at home in this world anymore. There is little doubt that Christian theology has tradition­ally regarded this world as something less than a place to be desired or affirmed. Indeed, to leave this world meant for the "true believer". an escape from a place that is corrupting and full of sin. And, though this view is perhaps expressed a bit more eloquently in present-day theology, it is still fundamen­tal to basic Christian doctrine. In 1982, I had the opportunity to spend a few hours at the same dinner table with then Secretary of the Interior James Watt. Already aware that his was a highly consumptive rather than a preservationist philosophy, I was more than a little cu­rious to learn why this man who was the appointed guardian of the environment was so disposed to ''spend it all'' in such a relatively short span of time. I understood, of course, that he and the administration he represented were, by philosophy and tradition, closely allied with various business enterprises that were eager to exploit heretofore untapped resources. Even those resources that historically had been declared of f-limits because of a commitment to protect and preserve the magnifi­cent forests, parks, and wilderness that shielded them would now suffer irreparable harm if such resources were permitted to be extracted from the Earth. But, clearly, there was a much more decisive and deter­minative reason for Secretary Watt's penchant for this kind of exploitiveness. With great sin­cerity, he expressed the conviction that we were living in a world and on a planet called Earth that would no longer be our home within a few short years. He professed then, and perhaps still does, that the "second com­ing of Christ" was imminent and that, once that event had occurred, the Earth would cease forever to be of importance to anyone, 
or at least to those who would be taken to a "home" beyond this place. There are relatively few persons, I am sure, whose theo­logical views would be so thoroughly Earth-rejecting. Yet, an affirmation of the Earth and a true stewardship of its bene­ficence will, as some have suggested, "require that mankind yield its claim to the central place in creation and temper the quest for personal salvation with reverence for nature." There can be no question that the religious orientation of most persons has had a major influence on how we view our­selves in relation to other creatures and to nature in general. We have historically accepted the notion that we are superior to everything else and that the world was made expressly for the benefit of us human beings. As a consequence, we have exploited other creatures for every imaginable purpose and have plundered the Earth to no end to satisfy our own needs and wants. But, we are finally beginning to realize that the Earth's re­sources are not without limits and that the creatures we so wantonly exploit can, in fact, become extinct. We are also rec­ognizing, however slowly, that the Earth's biosphere is capable of being harmed, and that we may very well be on the verge of making it so terribly ill that full recovery will be virtually impossible. And, we are finally beginning to acknowledge, however reluctantly, that other creatures are, like ourselves, capable of experiencing pain and misery and are, therefore, deserving of a consideration that does not subject them to abuse and suffering. In the several articles that make up this special enviromnental edition of the HSUS News, you will read of the enormity of the devastation being caused by our various actions and inactions. We are presenting this edition as a part of our com ­mitment to the growing awareness and con ­cern sweeping our nation and the world that the time has, indeed, come when we must re­assess, and, in many cases, change, not only our personal life-styles but also the corporate 
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Large-scale agrjcultural systems . 
are wasteful of natural 
resources . . . . 
Garbage-strewn water in Hong Kong: water 
pollution contributes to Earth's malaise. 
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mentally harmful pesticides, nitrate and other 
chemical fertilizers, and animal drugs alike.) 
We believe that every nation should conduct 
an environmental-impact assessment of its 
animal and other agricultural practices. As an 
example, consider the world population of 1.2 
billion cattle and 1.6 billion sheep and goats, 
a significant contributing factor to the global 
greenhouse effect in many countries and bio­
regions since it is linked with deforestation, 
overgrazing, and desertification in several 
parts of the world. Large-scale agricultural 
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systems that are geared to producing meat as 
a dietary staple are wasteful of natural r e ­
sources (water, to p  soil, and fossil fuels) and 
cause much pollution and destruction of 
wildlife habitats. The demineralization of the 
soil and excessive use of synthetic fertilizers 
contribute further to environmental degrada­
tion and have adverse climatic consequences, 
as well. Every nation should take immediate 
steps to fuvor importing products from coun­
tries whose producers and manufacturers are 
not exporting commodities whose real costs 
are at nature's expense. 
We cannot reverse the greenhouse phenom­
enon: at best, we may stabilize the planet at 
a slightly higher temperature, perhaps not 
unlike the climate and a1mospheric conditions 
prior to the extinction of the dinosaurs, which 
flourished for millions of years until the m e ­
teors came through the Earth's shield and the 
febrile planet lapsed into the long Ice Age. 
Some feel that this living planet will be 
destroyed anyway when the sun burns out, 
billions of years from now. What a tragedy for 
us to destroy the natural world now and put 
our fuith in technology to develop artificial 
life-support systems, when, according to sun ­
time, we are stiU in our infancy. The dreams 
of the nuclear power and agribiotechnology 
industries are of a utopian wonderworld; the 
emerging reality is the antithesis: a poisoned 
"wasteworld;' as Father Thomas Berry fore­
sees in his book The Dream of the Earth. 
The greenhouse effect caused by our pres­
ent industries and life-styles is an ominous 
foreboding of things to come. If we do not 
heed and green the Earth and heal ourselves 
by resanctifying the Earth, mother of us all, 
the fute of the dinosaurs may well be ours. 
In many ways, the large, multinational cor­
porate oligopolies are analogous to the dino­
saurs of old. Ethical behavior must be 
legislated when the responsible autonomy of 
corporations becomes a competitive circus 
maximus. Corporate anarchy by the petro­
chemical and related agrichemical and phar­
maceutical industries is now intensifying the 
greenhouse effect. Most of their products­
from jet planes and fust cars and drugs to ever 
more com and beef-along with the energy­
consumptive entertainments of the consumer 
society-from high-speed motorboat and 
stock-car races to late-night, floodlit footbaU 
and baseball games-exacerbate the green­
house effect: these also contribute to ozone 
pollution, acid rain, and deforestation. They 
have contaminated our water, poisoned the 
air, and exhausted ( demineralized and "de­
humusified") the soils. 
It is ironic that, as we strive to "improve" 
the human condition, the condition of the 
planet deteriorates. As a consequence, the hu­
man condition deteriorates further. We can ­
not profit at nature's expense. Nature's econ­
omy dictates a sustainable human economy. 
Any human economy that destroys nature's 
economy by disrupting the ecology, acceler­
ating the rate of entropy, and reducing biodi­
versity, ultimately harms itself and the 
climate. The greenhouse phenomenon is evi­
dence of the global ramifications of such im­
prudence; the dire economic conditions of 
half the world's human population attests to 
it. Conditions will only worsen if ecologically 
disruptive and environmentally hannful eco­
nomic solutions are initiated, if poorer coun­
tries raise and export livestock to richer coun­
tries to pay off their debts and to aid economic 
recovery; and if richer countries opt for nu­
clear reactors as a prime source of energy and 
exploit poorer countries as a source of cheap 
labor, land, and other resources. 
While the greenhouse effect is a product of 
industrialism, attempts to aUeviate this prob­
lem should not be perceived as being anti­
industry. An enlightened industrialism is 
surely to realize the unlimited profits of en­
vironmentally appropriate and sociaUy just 
biotechnologies and other industries. ■ 
Dr. Michael Fox joined The Humane So­
dety of the United States in l<J76 He currently 
sen,es as vice president for The HSUS, head­
ing the division of Bioethics and Fann Ani­
mals. In addition, he was named Director of 
the Center for Respect of Life and Environ­
ment, a new division of The HSUS, in 1987. 
Dr. Fox has authored more than thirty 
books, is a contributing editor to McCall's 
magazine, and has a nationwide syndicated 
newspaper column, ''.4sk lour Animal Doc­
tor. ' ' He is also a consulting veterinarian and 
gives lectures, seminars, and presenuitions 
both in the United States and abroad on topics 
related to animal welfare, behavior, and 
conservation. 
Dr. Fox has a veterinary degree from Lon­
don's Royal TT!terinary College; a Ph.D. in 
medicine, and a D.Sc. in ethology/animal be ­
havior, bothfromLondnn University, England. 
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policies and practices, both public and 
private, that so significantly circumscribe 
and delineate the nature and destiny of the 
world around us. We are grateful to those 
who have contributed to this special issue, 
especiaUy those who are not members of 
our HSUS staff. 
During the past several months, The 
HSUS has become increasingly involved in 
several major environmental issues. In as­
sociation with the United Nations Environ­
mental Progranune, we have published our 
own edition of the Home Personal Action 
Guide designed to assist our members and 
constituents in making choices and decisions 
that will help to ensure that we and future 
generations of both humans and animals will 
be able to call this Earth home. We have also 
published a special edition of 101 llliys to 
Help Heal the Earth, a booklet produced 
in association with the Greenhouse Crisis 
Foundation. In addition, The HSUS has 
helped to launch an important new en­
vironmental periodical, the E Magazine. 
Subscriptions to this outstanding publication 
are available at a cost of $20 per year from 
E Magazine, PO Box 6667, Syracuse, NY 
13217-7934. 
On April 22, and throughout 1990, The 
HSUS will join literally thousands of other 
organizations worldwide in celebrating 
Earth Day 1990, about which you will read 
more in the article by the cochairman and 
CEO of Earth Day 1990, Denis Hayes. We 
are also a major sponsor, with the World 
Wtldlife Fund, the National Audubon Soci­
ety, and the National Wtldlife Federation, of 
a major national conference titled "Caring for 
Creation;' featuring the Duke of Edinburgh, 
to be held in Washington, D.C., May 16-19, 
culminating in the dedication of the Wash­
ington National Cathedral on May 19 and 
20. Your president and other HSUS staff 
will be participants in these very significant 
events, as will the chairman of the HSUS 
board of directors, K. William Wiseman. 
But why such an emphasis on environ­
mental issues and concerns when The 
HSUS is fundamentally an animal-pro­
tection organization? There are two very i m ­
portant reasons why we have become a ma­
jor participant in this vitally important 
movement. The first, one would hope, is 
self-evident: unless we, the human species, 
are successful in stemming the tide of en­
vironmental destruction we have been gen ­
erating and accelerating during the past 
several years, we shall not have a planet 
capable of sustaining the life of any cre a ­
ture, either human or animal. 
The second reason we have joined the en­
vironmental movement is that most organi­
zations and agencies addressing these issues 
do so primarily from the perspective of hu­
man needs and interests. It is important, 
therefore, that The HSUS be there to ad­
dress these critical issues in terms of their 
impact on animals. In this arena, as well as 
within the animal-protection movement, it 
shall continue to be our primary mission to 
represent the interest of the animals, not 
solely in terms of the preservation of various 
species but also from the perspective of the 
pain and suffering of individual animals 
within a species. 
It is, I believe, clear that we are all in  the 
same boat, as it were, and the good ship 
Earth in which we sail is becoming increas­
ingly vulnerable and fragile. It is, for bet­
ter or worse, our only home upon the seas 
of the stratosphere around us, and, unless 
we are determined to respect it, love it, and 
Denis Hayes is cochair of Earth Day 1990. 
nurture it with care and restraint, we may 
discover that we no longer have a home that 
can any longer nurture, feed, and sustain us 
or our fellow creatures. 
Perhaps there is in another time and place 
a "home" yet to be experienced, but it is 
this home called Earth that beckons us 
now-to affirm, protect, and preserve the 
goodness and beauty it has so generously 
given to us and aU living things. 
Several years ago I received from HSUS 
member Margaret Holst Hasbargen a poem 
entitled "Psalm of Life." In this gentle and 
hopeful verse, she envisions the kind of 
world ours can indeed become if with rev­
erence and meekness we cherish Life. 
Small creatures of the forest land, 
There is no need to hide or flee­
/ am no threat; I came to see 
lour world, and I make no demand. 
I do not covet your soft gannents 
for my 011m, 
Nor wish to shape a fetish from your bone . . .  
I came to see 
lour footprints in the snow. 
Winged creatures of the sea and sky, 
There is no cause for sudden fright; 
I came to marvel at your flight 
On wings of grace . . . to wonder why 
No violin can sing your song; 
In this bright world where you belong 
I find delight 
In watching fledglings grow. 
Great creatures of the peak and plain, 
You do not know- nor do you care­
How beautifal you are; I see you there 
And it is clear- we must remain 
Aware that shadows of the past 
Forewarn-our kinds may be the last . . .  
How could 1 dare 
To mark your time to go? 
To have dominion I define 
As a command to cherish 
Life-lest all life perish; 
This is, I know, their world . . .  and mine. 
